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MISSION STATEMENT: Love God, Love Neighbor (Luke 10:27)
VISION STATEMENT: We will work to strengthen and grow closer in relationship to God
and to one another.
As we enter into a sacred time and space, a friendly reminder to please set your cell
phone to vibrate.
We want to welcome all of our guests today and thank you for worshiping with
us. If you have any questions or would like more information regarding our
services, programs, day care, or preschool programs at St. Paul, please visit
our Welcome Center in the narthex immediately following our service, and an
attendant will be more than happy to assist you. If this is your first time at St.
Paul, we hope you will take a gift along with you. We also have a gift bag for
children.
*

This symbol indicates that the congregation is invited to stand physically or in spirit.

INTRODUCTION
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has
miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the
blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this
assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving.
PRELUDE

SIGNING OF ATTENDANCE PADS
(Ushers will be handing out Attendance Pads during the announcements. Please be
sure to sign your name and contact information.)

☩

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,
one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond
our days.
C Amen.
P

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does, first
privately then together publicly.

Silence for reflection and private confession of personal sins, then join in with combined voices
this printed confession.
P God of mercy and forgiveness,
C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We
have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new
direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the
journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.
P

☩

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven
and you are made whole. God points the way to
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
* HYMN
ELW - #526 “God Is Here!”
1. God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.
2. Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech,
here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each.
3. Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold;
here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old.
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore.

4. Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt,
keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day's dedication, all we have to give, receive;
we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe!
© Words: 1979 Hope Publishing Company

P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

CCLI Song #223549 Words: Fred Pratt Green
Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor
Music: 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Company CCLI License #1729377

* GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
P
*
P

KYRIE
(Responses Sung)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

* HYMN OF PRAISE:
P This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen
us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and
serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
FIRST READING:
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
A Our first reading is from Habakkuk, chapter 1, verses 1-4 and chapter 2, verses 1-4.
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament:
How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent?
God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith.
The reading begins:
Chapter 1:
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will
not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3Why do you make me see
wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention
arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous
— therefore judgment comes forth perverted.
Chapter 2:
1I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he
will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2Then the LORD answered me
and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 3For there is
still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry,
wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faith.
A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM:
Psalm 37:1-9
A The Psalm today is from Psalm 37, verses 1-9. We will read the Psalm responsively. The
congregation will please respond by reading the words in bold print.
1Do

not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away.
3Put your trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
4Take delight in the LORD, who shall give you your heart’s desire.
5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, and see what God will do.
6The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light and the justice of your case like
the noonday sun.
7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the
one who succeeds in evil schemes.
2For

8Refrain
9For

from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.

SECOND READING:
2 Timothy 1:1-14
A Our second reading is from 2 Timothy, chapter 1, verses 1-14.
This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship
and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise
that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit.

* GOSPEL:
Luke 17:5-10
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of
discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses
to their identity rather than works seeking reward.
P
C

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 17, verses 5-10.
Glory to you, O Lord.

5The

The reading begins:
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in
Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord. 3I am grateful to God — whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did — when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a
faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in
you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying
on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of
love and of self-discipline. 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me
his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved
us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose
and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a
herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard
until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure
entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.
A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
A Please stand as you are comfortable for the gospel.
*

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

(Sung)

apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size
of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and
it would obey you. 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing
or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would you
not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and
drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded?
10So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless
slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ”
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S SERMON
SERMON

Deacon Sandye Fletcher

* HYMN
ELW - #759 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
1. My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away,
oh, let me from this day be wholly thine!
2. May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire;
as thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee
pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire!
3. While life's dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide;
bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray from thee aside.
4. When ends life's transient dream, when death's cold, sullen stream shall o'er me roll;
blest Savior, then, in love fear and distrust remove;
oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul!
CCLI Song #43334 Words: Ray Palmer Music: Lowell Mason
©Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain
CCLI License 31729377

* APOSTLES' CREED
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
(The congregation may be seated during the prayers.)

A

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.
A For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster: relieve those affected by floods, wildfires,
droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A
C

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline in all
things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

A

For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire councils,
teams, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your love. God of
grace,
C hear our prayer.
A We pray for peace in Ukraine. Help to end this war and the destruction of lives and your
creation. Change hearts, bring peace and show the world your existence. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A
C

We pray for the family and friends of Tommy Henneke. Be with them and comfort them
during this difficult time. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

A

C

We pray for all those in need of healing and whose needs are diverse and known to you
including:
Robert Saunders; Barry Shepard; Wesley Braden; 3-month-old child from Peru; Fritz Willms;
Valerie Smith; Timothy Page; Connie Hermann; those on our Prayer Team's list; and those
we name in our hearts before you (Pause). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

A

We pray for those battling cancer, all expectant mothers, those who reside in care facilities
and the homebound, all law enforcement officers, fire fighters, first responders, healthcare
workers, 9-1-1 dispatchers, and active duty military personnel. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
{See all those we pray for on page 16.}
A We pray for the church throughout the world. May we all proclaim the good news of your love
effectively. We ask, especially, that you would bless the ministry of our sister congregations
Cristo Rey and Iglesia Cristiana Camino de Santidad in Peru, all Missionaries, especially St.
Paul's supported missionary, Dina Anton de Espinoza, and our companion synod, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Central African Republic. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
P

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
* PEACE
P The peace of the risen Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
(Share the “Peace of the Lord” with your neighbors.)
(We will be collecting offerings before and after worship each week. This includes Power
of One dollars.)
OFFERING and POWER OF ONE
“Power of One” is a ministry sponsored by your Stewardship Team. We are asking each and
every one of our members to give $1.00 above what your normal giving would be. We are
asking each member to place this $1.00 bill or change in the offering plate each week. The
team is also inviting all children to participate to develop the habit of giving as part of their
worship experience. Parents, a penny, nickel, dime, quarter, or dollar bill, any of these will do to
help your children develop a habit of giving. These “Power of One” dollars will be used to
support local ministries and ministries abroad. The purpose of this ministry is to demonstrate
that something as small as one dollar can be used to make a difference in the lives of others.

